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IN THE ABSTRACT: 


Please replace the abstract with the following replacement abstract: 

Tho prooont invention i s d i roctod to o method for starting a nod e In a clust e red 
computer syst e m. Mor e particu l arly, tho pres e nt invontlon i s d i roctod to a method for 
starting a nodo by itself, which Includ e s a sponsor node diooov e ry procos 6 . — an 
embodim e nt, the presont inv e ntion i s diroctod to onhancing group commun i cat i on s a nd 
provid i ng a local state value to i ndicat e wh e th e r tho nod e has compl e ted its start i ng 
protoco l i In anoth e r e mbod i ment, th e procont inv e ntion is direct e d to a mothod for s el f - 
starting a nodo i n a docontra l izod clustered computer systom. Embodiments of the 
present Invention provide methods for automatically starting a node in a clustered 
computer system. A starting state value may be assigned to the node an d a discovery 
process initiated to find a sponsor node. If a sponsor node is found, the node is joined 
with the sponsor node in the clustered computer system. If a sponsor node is not 
found, the node is started as a one-node cluster in the clustered computer sys tem. An 
active state value Is assigned to the node upon inclusion into the clustered computer 
system. 
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